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Dear Forum  
Participant, 

IT STARTED LESS THAN A FULL 
YEAR AGO, when members of the 
Finnish Parliamentary Commerce 
Committee informally met up with a few 
forward-looking industrial bioeconomy 
stakeholders in Ruka. The dialogue 
seemed timely, as it was well publicized 
that land use rights, climate change and 
carbon capturing featured prominently 
on the EU’s agenda. And of course 
Finland was already becoming known as 
a hot spot for new biorefinery projects. 
It therefore seemed only logical to 
bring a World BioEconomy Forum to 
Ruka, somewhat along the lines of the 
famous Economic Forum in in Davos. 

CARPE DIEM. The idea was 
immediately enthusiastically endorsed 
by bio-insiders, and before the end 
of the year an Advisory Board had 
been established to construct a basic 
framework for the event. Right from the 
beginning the town of Kuusamo, along 
with Ruka holiday resort entrepreneurs, 
joined in to make the project attractive 
to visitors from all over the world. 
Ruka’s exotic natural beauty provides 
an ideal setting for the important 
topics to be discussed, and has helped 
attract many participants of renowned 
international stature to our panels. 

SO THIS IS IT. After scores of advisory 
board and working group meetings, 
hundreds of phone calls and thousands 
of emails - this is it! It is time for the 
bioeconomy to celebrate Nature 
in the middle of some of Europe’s 
northernmost forests. Here in Ruka we 
are surrounded by superbly managed, 

sustainable forestlands that keep 
providing value in a multitude of forms.  
I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to all organizers, panelists, 
partners, supporters and participants 
– you made this all possible! Naturally, a 
very special thank you goes to our many 
corporate sponsors, whose support 
has enabled us to add significant 
quality to this first Ruka gathering.

THE BEST PREPARATION FOR 
TOMORROW IS TO DO YOUR  
BEST TODAY. We will have five exciting 
panels covering major facets of the 
bioeconomy, keeping in mind that 
is not only about products, but also 
experiences. Thus biodiversity will be 
an important subject and we even have 
a session dedicated to eco-tourism. 
To ensure that the spirit of the forum 
endures past the event itself, we will 
compose a summing up statement to 
reflect the ideas that emerge. And the 
main themes for the 2019 Ruka Forum 
will be published during the last day.  

On behalf of the Advisory Board  
I warmly welcome you to the 
inaugural World BioEconomy 
Forum 2018 in Finland’s Ruka. Let 
us together celebrate the unique 
potential for mutual benefit that 
exists between Nature and the 
rapidly evolving bioeconomy!

Jukka Kantola 
Chairman of the Advisory Board
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Welcome to 
the Forest

I have a great pleasure to welcome you all to  
the first World BioEconomy Forum held here in  
Ruka and Kuusamo.

Our town is a true “border town.” Not only are we 
located on the border between Finland and Russia, 
but, more significantly, on the border between 
Russia and the EU. We are also located on another 
geographically significant border, the border of 
Lapland. For this reason also I find it very pleasant 
that this seminar is held here in Kuusamo.

Many of our visitors feel that they have arrived in  
the middle of nowhere, into the midst of wilderness. 
I have to admit that our town is vast: it is 140 km long 
and 100 km wide. The town centre itself is small and 
surrounded by areas of wilderness that are unique, 
mystical, and beautiful. Nature is present all around 
Kuusamo, and people are used to living in unison  

with it and find livelihood from it. Here, nature has 
always been a source of food, housing, living, and 
recreation. I am convinced that this feeling is shared 
by all in the Nordic region of Europe.

The Arctic Circle region contains ecosystems that 
are sensitive, but also filled with resources. Creative 
and responsible use of these resources is the key 
to the region’s prosperity. Sustainable forestry and 
wood industry are the most important growing 
businesses for us.

We are honoured to have you here as our guests.  
I wish you all an exciting, successful, and enjoyable 
seminar with us.

Jouko Manninen 
Mayor, Kuusamo Town
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Area and 
Exhibition
List of exhibitors 
1.– 2. Finnish State Forest Enterprise
3. Bio-based Industries Consortium 
5. Uusipuu 
6. KaiCell Fibers Oy
7.	 Infinited	Fiber	Company
8. Natural Resources Institute Finland, Luke
9. Kuusamon Energia ja Vesi
10. Honeywell
11.– 12. For organizers

In the outdoor exhibition area one can see how  
the supply chain is arranged in Finland – starting from 
modern harvester by Ponsse all the way to log trucks 
by Mercedes Benz. Also you will see how chemicals 
are transported by modern tank trucks. There will be 
also selection of hybrid cars by Mercedes Benz to 
show development of personal cars.

Ruka Conference Center
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METSO_BRANDPR_CMYK_pc.pdf   21.5.2008   10:21:28

www.metso.com
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www.poyry.com

#PoyryBioindustry

Owing to almost 60 years of experience in the industry, Pöyry’s engineers 
and consultants know the whole bioindustry value chain from biomass to 
market drivers, megatrends and business partners. 

We help identify value added opportunities as well as those not worth 
pursuing and commercialise bioproducts with engineering solutions that 
meet the highest profitability, sustainability and HSE criteria.

Creating  
value in
bioindustry



16:00  Seminar opening at  
Ruka Conference Center

 Panel 1: Biostrategies are evolving

19:00 Buses leaving from  
Conference Center for dinner 

19:30 Dinner at Kammi Restaurant

Day 1 
Tuesday September 11, 2018

Panel 1
Biostrategies are evolving

New adapted  
action plan of  
EU Biostrategy
Waldemar Kutt 
EU Commission 

Latvian Bioeconomy 
Strategy 2030  
– first among  
EU-13 countries
Kristine Sirma
Ministry of Agriculture

Key requirements 
for Circular 
Biostrategy
Lauri Hetemäki 
EFI

Biostrategy  
in Norway
Sigridur 
Thormodsdottir
Head of Biobased 
industries Norway

Converting renewable
resources into sustainable

results

Moderator  
Dr. Christian Patermann
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Kuusamo Region is an excellent place for your 

business to grow and flourish. We help you 

develop your activities and support you in times 

of change. Contact us today! 

www.naturpolis.fi 

BUSINESS SERVICES – MARKETING – REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT



Panel 2
Forests mitigating  
climate change

Role of forests –  
what does it mean  
for bioeconomy
Nils Torvalds
Member of  
the European  
Parliament

Forests and  
climate change
Antti Asikainen
LUKE

Biomass  
resources globally
Prof  
Eduardo Rojas Briales
FAO

Forest industry role 
on climate change
Teresa Presas
Former Director of CEPI 

Global 
deforestation, 
forest conservation 
and responsible 
production
Aida Greenbury
Greenbury & Assc.

Day 2 
Wednesday, September 12, 2018

9:00 Panel 2: Forests mitigating climate change

10:30  Panel 3: Circular Bioeconomy

11:45  Lunch

13:00  Panel 4: Evolving value chains  
based on bio-feedstock

14:45  Field trip – from harvesting to renewing

18:45 Buses leeaving from  
Conference Centre to dinner

19:30  Gala Dinner at Restaurant Pohjanseita 
Panel 5: In the middle of the forests

Moderator  
Pentti Hyttinen
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Panel 3
Circular bioeconomy

Waste cellulose 
conversions to  
value-added products 
– case Circa
Tony Duncan
Circa

Cellunolix®:  
Saw dust based 
biorefinery
Mika Aho
ST1

Pulp mills improving 
bioeconomy
Kari Tuominen
Andritz 

Value-added 
products based 
on biomass 
fractionation
Heli Virkki
Fortum 

Bioethanols in India
Pramod Chaudhari
Praj Industries 

From innovation 
to commercial 
production: Novel 
Technologies for 
Biofuels
Ilkka Rantanen
Pöyry

Moderator  
Mika Aalto
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Panel 4
Evolving value chains  
based on bio-feedstock
Moderator Michael Carus

Latest development 
in textile industry
Andreas W. Engelhardt
Editor of the yearly fiber 
yearbook

Case textiles
Sirpa Välimaa
Stora Enso

Future outlook  
of man-made 
cellulosic fibers
Heikki Hassi
Scitech Service 

Textile industry’s 
demand for 
biobased fibers
Anna Palmberg
IKEA of Sweden AB

Textile sector 
development
Michael Carus

Evolving cellulosic 
textile fiber 
technologies
Ali Harlin
VTT

The first World BioEconomy Forum - 11–13 September 2018 in Ruka, Finland 11



Day 3 

Panel 5
In the middle of the Forests

Why Finland?
Paavo Virkkunen
Visit Finland 

Success story  
of Ruka
Ville Aho
Ruka yhtiöt

Moderator  
Risto Huhta-Koivisto
Business Finland

Ruka Info

Every visit to Ruka and Kuusamo is the beginning of 
a new adventure, where unique experiences come 
to life to the rhythm of the changing seasons. Many 
who have experienced the magic of one winter or 
summer holiday here are already planning their next 
escape into Kuusamo’s thrilling wilderness. Find 
more: www.ruka.fi 

Ruka is one of the biggest and most popular ski 
resorts in Finland, offering superb family holidays in 
winter and summer. Finland is mentioned on Lonely 
Planet’s list of Best in Travel 2017 Top Countries 
especially for its 100 years of independence. Part 
of the celebration was the opening of the 40th 
national park Hossa in June 2017. Hossa National 
Park stretches through Kuusamo and Suomussalmi; 
Julma Ölkky canoyon lake is located in Kuusamo.

Thursday, September 13, 2018

9:00  Small group Discussions

10:15  Steps forward – Seminar conclusions

11:30  Lunch
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The forest gives!

www.kaicellfi bers.com

Novel biorefi nery based on well-
maintained and sustainable forest 
resources. Providing a platform 
for novel bio-product applications.

The first World BioEconomy Forum - 11–13 September 2018 in Ruka, Finland 13



About  
the Venue

Ruka Conference Center

Splendid conference center at Ruka! The magnificent 
conference center at Ruka, part of Scandic Rukahovi 
(previously Hotel Cumulus Rukahovi/Rantasipi 
Rukahovi), offers excellent facilities for conferences 
with up to 260 delegates. All manner of business 
activities are catered for year round, from meetings, 
seminars and special events to outdoor adventure 
packages.

Kammi Wilderness Lodge

Situated by the Petäjälampi pond in the midst of 
Petäjävaara forest, Kammi is the perfect venue 
in which to enjoy outstanding cuisine in truly 
memorable surroundings. Described as the ‘most 
romantic restaurant in the world’, the main building 
is partly underground and the stunning rear façade 
is of rock. Hundreds of candles, a crackling hearth 
and rising smoke will surely kindle the mystical 
in you! Enjoy a snowmobile safari, take a smoke 
sauna followed by a winter swim in a hole bored 
through the ice, then settle down, relax and enjoy 
a sumptuous dinner before the open fire - our 
renowned spit-roasted reindeer is a particular 
favourite. An adjacent cabin can accommodate 
up to 40 guests and offers both smoke and tent 
saunas and, in a specially constructed lean-to, the 
opportunity to spend a night beneath the stars!

Pohjanseita Wilderness Lodge

Arriving at the welcoming resort of Pohjanseita, you 
make an instant transition from the bustling world of 
airports to the mysticism of the Kuusamo wilderness. 
Powerful shamans enchant you with welcoming 
incantations whilst the whole resort, with its fires and 
sacrificial mounts, brims with Nordic mythology.  
The local area includes the Seita Forest Spa, where 
the true Finnish sauna culture can be experienced and 
at Pohjanseita you can spend the night in traditional 
lodgings which offer both comfort and excitement.
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partners

media partners
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OUR AIRBUS A350 AIRCRAFT 
CONSUME APPROXIMATELY 25% LESS 

FUEL THAN THEIR PREDECESSORS

OUR MODERN 
FLEET

Read more fi nnair.com/corporate-responsibility
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Kuhmossa luotetaan
kestävään kainuulaiseen

metsätalouteen, vankkaan
suomalaiseen ammatti-
taitoon ja nykyaikaiseen 

teknologiaan.

www.kuhmo.eu

In Kuhmo we trust 
in the sound forestry 

of Kainuu, strong Finnish 
craftsmanship and 

state of the art 
technology.

www.vapo.com/en

— 
Let’s write the future

ABB is a pioneering technology leader in power grids, 
electrification products, industrial automation and  
robotics and motion, serving customers in utilities,  
industry and transport & infrastructure globally. 
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Transforming 
Biomass

Bio2X®



Uudet autot
Vaihtoautot
Huolto- ja 
korjauspalvelut

VEHO 
LIIKUTTAA
KESTÄVÄSTI

» Uudet autot
» Vaihtoautot
» Huolto- ja 
korjauspalvelut

VEHO 
LIIKUTTAA 
KESTÄVÄSTI
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BUILDING A LEGACY 
FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

BUILDING A LEGACY 
FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

     LEADING THE WAY IN DIVERSE BIOECONOMY     LEADING THE WAY IN DIVERSE BIOECONOMY


